
CITY OF MADISON 
AGENDA AND NOTICE OF MEETING 

Regular Meeting of the City Council – 5:00 PM 
Monday February 22, 2021 
Madison Municipal Building 

1. CALL THE REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER
Mayor Thole will call the meeting to order.

2. APPROVE AGENDA
Approve the agenda as posted in accordance with the Open Meetings law, and herein place all agenda
items on the table for discussion.  A MOTION is in order. (Council)

3. APPROVE MINUTES                     Page 1
A copy of the February 8, 2021 regular meeting minutes are enclosed.  A MOTION is in order. (Council)

4. PUBLIC PETITIONS, REQUESTS, HEARINGS, AND COMMUNICATIONS (public/mayor/council)
Members of the audience wishing to address the Council with regard to an agenda item, presentation
of a petition, utility customer hearing, or a general communication should be recognized at this time. A
MOTION may be in order (Public/Council)

5. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Public Safety Meeting Agenda – February 12, 2021 - receive Page 3 
B. Senator Dahms Newsletter – February 12, 2021 – receive Page 4 
C. Pioneerland Agenda – February 18, 2021 - receive Page 7 
D. Proposed Federal COVID-19 Aid to Cities – LMC – receive Page 8 
E. Regular Drill Meeting – January 18, 2021 – receive Page 10 

A MOTION may be in order to accept the reports and/or authorize the actions requested. (Council) 

5. UNFINISHED AND NEW BUSINESS

Page 11 
A. City Council Checklist.  A DISCUSSION and MOTION may be in order. (Manager, Council)

B. LqP Sheriff Annual Report   A DISCUSSION and MOTION may be in order. (Manager, Council)

C. Review of Utility Rate Study.  A DISCUSSION   may be in order. (Manager, Council)

D. Other.  A DISCUSSION and MOTION may be in order. (Manager, Council)



7. MANAGER REPORT (Manager)
• Provided City update at Kiwanis – February 16, 2021

8. MAYOR/COUNCIL REPORTS (Mayor/Council)

9. AUDITING CLAIM
Page 12

A copy of the Schedule Payment Report of bills submitted February 8, 2021 through
February 22, 2021 is attached for approval for Check No. 60790 through Check No. 60824 and debit
card purchases.  A MOTION is in order.

10. ADJOURNMENT



Madison City Council 

February 8, 2021 

Regular Meeting 

1 | P a g e

CITY OF MADISON 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

MINUTES OF THE MADISON CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 

February 8, 2021 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Madison City Council was called to order 

by Mayor Greg Thole on Monday, February 8th, at 5:08 p.m. in Council Chambers at City Hall.  

Councilmembers present were:  Maynard Meyer, Tim Volk, Paul Zahrbock, and Adam Conroy. Also 

present were: City Manager Val Halvorson, City Attorney Rick Stulz, and City Clerk Christine Enderson.  

AGENDA 

Upon motion by Zahrbock, seconded by Conroy and carried, the Agenda was approved as presented with 

the addition of a Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Madison and the Minnesota Army 

National Guard.  All agenda items are hereby placed on the table for discussion. 

MINUTES 

Upon motion by Meyer, seconded by Conroy and carried, the January 25, 2021 regular meeting minutes 

were approved as presented. 

PUBLIC PETITIONS, REQUESTS, HEARINGS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

None 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Upon motion by Conroy, seconded by Zahrbock and carried, the Consent Agenda was approved as 

presented.   

CITY COUNCIL CHECKLIST 

Council reviewed the City Council Checklist. 

Public Bathrooms: Construction progress was reported by Mayor Thole.  

ENGINEER UPDATE 

Upon motion by Conroy, seconded by Meyer and carried, Council accepted the proposal to complete soil 

borings at the tennis courts in the amount of $3,038.00 to American Engineering Testing, Inc.  

LEAGUE OF MN CITIES INSURANCE TRUST 

Ryan Young of Klein Insurance updated Council on the annual renewal of the City’s insurance through 

the League of MN Cities Insurance Trust, which should be completed within a few weeks. After the 

property appraisal in 2020, there will be fresh valuations for coverage. 

Upon motion by Conroy, seconded by Zahrbock and carried, Council verified that the City of Madison 

does not waive the monetary limits on its municipal liability insurance coverage through the League of 

MN Cities Insurance Trust.   

GATEWAY SIGN 

Upon motion by Zahrbock, seconded by Volk and carried, Council approved to order the electronic 

components for the gateway sign  
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Madison City Council 

February 8, 2021 

Regular Meeting 
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SPECIAL MEETING 

A special meeting will be held on February 16th, 2021, at 3:00 p.m. This meeting will review the rate 

study conducted by Ehlers Financial. 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING – ARMY NATIONAL GUARD 

Upon motion by Zahrbock, seconded by Conroy and carried, Council approved the Memorandum of 

Understanding between the City of Madison and the Minnesota Army National Guard for Land to 

Support Construction and Operation of Readiness Centers and Other Associated Structures. 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

Wellhead Protection Meeting:  City Manager Halvorson reported that her and Water/Wastewater 

Supervisor Dean Broin continue to meet with Terry Bovee to review wells in the drinking water 

protection area and assess the risk to potential contaminants.  

State Farm Grant: City Manager Halvorson reported the City was granted State Farm’s Brighten the 

Lines grant in the amount of $5,000. The grant funds will be used for a new striping machine. 

Skating Rink: Has had great attendance.  Friday and Saturday hours have been extended to 10 p.m. 

Committee Meetings: Public Safety and Public Works meetings have been set. 

School Internship Program: The electric line department has a partnership with LqPV School for a 

lineman internship. The student is with the city’s lineman about three hours a day and participates in 

progress reviews with the employer and school. 

Chamber: Met on Friday, February 5th and was well-attended. An after-hours event is being planned in 

March. 

Donation Inquiry: City Manager Halvorson informed Council that a committee inquired about donating 

items to be displayed on the lot north of the theatre.   

MAYOR/COUNCIL REPORTS 

None 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Upon motion by Meyer, seconded by Zahrbock and carried, Council approved disbursements for bills 

submitted between January 25, 2021 and February 8, 2021.  These disbursements include United Prairie 

Check Nos. 60786-60839.    

There being no further business, upon motion by Conroy, seconded by Volk and carried, meeting 

adjourned at 5:53 pm. 

_________________________________ 

Greg Thole - Mayor 

ATTEST: 

_____________________________ 

Christine Enderson – City Clerk 
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“Your Finally Home” 

Public Safety Committee Meeting 
Friday – Feb. 12, 2021 | 9 AM | Madison, MN – Fire Hall 

1. Introductions
− Introductions/Roll Call

2. Background of Committee / Purpose
− Outstanding Items

3. EM Update | Blain Johnson
− COVID-19 Response, FEMA
− Emergency Contact Sheet
− Siren Test & SWAW
− EOP Annex - Madison
− LENS Alerts

4. Coronavirus Update | Dawn Bjorgan

5. LE Update | Allen Anderson

6. Ambulance Update | Scott Schake

7. Fire Dept Update | Brian Tebben

8. Administration Update | Val Halvorson, City Officials

9. 2021 Tabletop Exercise

10. Open Floor Discussion

  Adjournment 

3



E-Newsletter        February 12, 2021 

2111 Minnesota Senate Building    95 University Ave W.    St. Paul, MN 55155    651-296-8138    sen.gary.dahms@senate.mn 

Thanks for Zooming with Us 
at the Capitol 

 Minnesota Bankers Association
 Southwest Minnesota State

University (SMSU) faculty and staff
 Southwest Regional Development

Commission

Senator Dahms: Let Our Students Learn Our History 

On Monday, the Senate Education Finance and Policy Committee heard from 
Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) Commissioner Mary Cathryn 
Ricker about the department’s new controversial proposed social studies 
standards. The first draft of the proposed standards eliminates learning 
benchmarks for the American flag, the Pledge of Allegiance, and events like the 
American Revolution, World War I, World War II, and the Holocaust.  

“I find the new social studies standards deeply concerning,” said Senator Gary 
Dahms (R ‒ Redwood Falls). “We must ensure some of the most important 
events in our history are taught in our children’s schools. MDE must make sure 
parents and students have an input in the process of drafting these new 
standards.”  

In accordance with state statute, every ten years the Minnesota Department of Education updates the state’s 
social studies standards. The 38 member Minnesota Social Study Standards Committee released the first draft 
of their proposed changes late last year. The committee will be working on additional drafts in the coming 
months. 

Senator Dahms has co-authored a bill that would delay MDE’s changes until July of 
2022, thereby allowing parents and students more time to review the standards and 
give their input. The bill passed out of the Senate Education Finance and Policy 
Committee on Wednesday and is now awaiting a hearing in the Senate Finance 
Committee.  

The department has a website explaining the proposed standards and announcing 
public meetings. For more information visit https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/stds/
soc/.  

Social Studies Standards 

Social Studies 
Standards 

Reminder: Energy Assistance is Available 

The Minnesota Department of Commerce is reminding 
consumers that low income energy assistance is available. 
The Energy Assistance Program (EAP) helps pay for home 
heating costs and furnace repairs for income-qualified 
households. 

EAP is federally funded through the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services. Grants are for renters or 
homeowners, for households with income at or below 50 
percent of the state median income, and based on energy 
cost, household size, and income. For more information, 
click here.  
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Reminder:  

Click here to submit your comments regarding 
the California Emissions Standards. 

What are Legislative Committee Deadlines? 

There is no yearly deadline for the introduction of 
bills. However, each year the legislature 
establishes deadlines for committee action on bills. 
Committee deadlines are announced during the 
first half of a session in order to narrow down the 
list of topics to be dealt with that year. The 2021 
committee deadlines are listed in House 
Concurrent Resolution 4: 

The first deadline (March 12) is for committees 
to act favorably on bills in the house of origin. In 
other words, all policy bills have to be through 
EITHER the Senate or the House by this date (they 
have to have had a hearing).  If by the end of this 
day the bill has not had a hearing in the Senate or 
the House, the bill will no longer be able to be 
processed. Although in some instances a bill may 
be amended onto another bill. 

The second deadline (March 19) is for 
committees to act favorably on bills, or 
companions of bills, that met the first deadline in 
the other legislative body. All policy bills have to 
be through both the Senate and the House by this 
time.  This also includes bills that went from one 
policy committee to another policy committee.  
They have to be through all the policy committees 
by this time.   

The third deadline (April 9) is for committees to 
act favorably on major appropriation and finance 
bills. All budget bills have to be through their 
respective budget division by this time.  However, 
the committees on Finance, Rules, Taxes, and 
Capital Investment can meet and pass bills up to 
the last day of Session. 

When a committee in either house acts favorably 
on a bill after a deadline established in the 
concurrent resolution, the bill must be referred in 
the Senate to the Committee on Rules and 
Administration and in the House of 
Representatives to the Committee on Rules and 
Legislative Administration for disposition. 

The deadlines do not apply to the House 
committees on Capital Investment, Ways and 
Means, Finance, Taxes, or Rules and Legislative 
Administration, nor to the Senate committees on 
Capital Investment, Finance, Taxes, or Rules and 
Administration. 

Senator Dahms Supports 
Critical Road and Bridge Funding 

On Tuesday the Senate Transportation Committee 
passed legislation seeking to increase funding 
towards the state’s transportation budget. 

“It is critical that we fund our road and bridge 
infrastructure without raising taxes,” said Senator 
Dahms. “Minnesotans pay enough in transportation 
related taxes and fees. That money should be 
prioritized to improving our transportation 
infrastructure.” 

Under current law, every year a flat amount of 
$145.644 million is taken from the auto parts sales 
tax and given to the Highway Users Tax 
Distribution Fund (HUTDF). This fund supports 
roads, bridges, and streets across the state. The bill 
would adjust the amount from 52% to 60% of auto 
parts sales tax funds, so that the transportation fund 
continues to grow over time. Funding would be 
divided as 54% allocated to HUTDF, 3% to the 
Small Cities Account, and 3% to the new 
Townships Road Account. 

In addition to this funding increase, the bill also 
includes the creation of a Township Road 
Improvement Account. This new account would 
allow towns to apply for grants or loans from the 
Minnesota Department of Transportation 
(MnDOT), who then must work with townships to 
create criteria for which projects would be selected. 
The criteria will be based on the availability of 
funding, effectiveness of the project, the amount of 
people positively impacted, the project’s 
contribution to local and regional economic 
development, and the ability for the town to 
provide maintenance. 

“We need to give our small cities and towns every 
opportunity to compete economically in today’s 
world,” said Senator Dahms. “This bill will help 
guarantee small communities in Greater Minnesota 
are a priority.” 

The bill now awaits a hearing in the Senate Tax 
Committee. 
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Follow Me Online 

COVID-19 Resources 

General Information: 
 Minnesota Department of Health’s (MDH) COVID-19 page: https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/

coronavirus/index.html.
 MDH’s COVID-19 prevention tips: https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/

prevention.html.
 MDH’s COVID-19 Situation Update: https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/

situation.html.
 Mayo Clinic’s COVID-19 page: https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/

symptoms-causes/syc-20479963.
 CDC COVID-19 page: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html.
 CDC COVID-19 Frequently Asked Questions: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html.

Minnesota Workers and Employers: 
 Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development’s (DEED) COVID-19 page:

https://mn.gov/deed/newscenter/covid/.
 Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry’s (DOLI) COVID-19 page: https://dli.mn.gov/business/

workplace-safety-and-health/mnosha-compliance-novel-coronavirus-covid-19.

Minnesota Workers: 
 DEED information for workers: https://mn.gov/deed/newscenter/covid/workers/.
 Minnesota Unemployment benefits through DEED:  https://www.uimn.org/applicants/needtoknow/

news-updates/covid-19.jsp.

Minnesota Businesses: 
 Information for businesses: https://mn.gov/deed/newscenter/covid/employers/.
 Small Business Emergency Loans through DEED: https://mn.gov/deed/business/financing-business/

federal-sba/.
 DOLI information regarding employer compliance issues and coronavirus: https://dli.mn.gov/business/

workplace-safety-and-health/mnosha-compliance-novel-coronavirus-covid-19.

Child Care: 
 Parents and Guardians who need child care resources can call Child Care Aware of Minnesota at 1-888

-291-9811 or go to www.parentaware.org.
 Child Care Provider guidance to mitigate the risk of COVID-19:  https://mn.gov/dhs/assets/

communication-to-child-care-providers-following-exec-order-20-02_tcm1053-423087.pdf.
 A special hotline for child care providers: 1-888-234-1268.
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Regular Drill Meeting 
1/18/2021 

The Madison Volunteer Fire Department met in regular session with Chief Brian Tebben presiding.   

Roll call and minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Jared Rakow gave the treasurers report and it was approved as read.  

Mark Olson gave the training officer report - cleaned hall and installed new batteries in the air packs tonight. 

Working on getting the 2021 training schedule together. 

The turnout gear washer/extractor should be coming in the next week to 10 days. 

High level training -- is still being planned. 

Emergency calls since our last meeting:  none 

Next regular meeting:  February 15th. 

February Hall Duties:  Maurice Wollschlager and Aaron Brehmer. 

COVID vaccination update:  next round of available vaccinations will be January 26th. 

By voice vote it was agreed upon that sending out group texts to all members of the fire department works well to get 
information out to everyone quickly. 

Pager to text - Brian Tebben will get in contact with Brian Benck to see what is needed to get everyone set up to be able 
to automatically receive text messages from pager calls. 

In reviewing the attendance reports from last year, there were 8 individuals that did not make 25% attendance of 
emergency calls between April 1 and November 30.  In discussing the situation there are a few individuals that were very 
close to meeting the 25% level.  In light of the COVID restrictions and that this rule came into effect part way through 
the year allowing only 8 months rather than 12 months to be looked at; a motion was made by Mark Olson, seconded by 
Jerod Zimbelman to allow those that were close to meeting the 25% emergency call attendance level be considered met 
for retirement benefit purposes due to the unique circumstances listed above that occurred in 2020.  Motion passed by 
voice vote. 

Congratulations go to Scott Claussen as he received the award for highest attendance for all events in 2020. 

Congratulations go to Jerod Zimbelman as he received the award for highest attendance for emergency calls in 2020. 

Please let Brian Tebben or one of the officers know if there is something that can or needs to be done differently or 
better to improve the department. 

The family of Newman Moen thanked the MFD for their participation in Newman's funeral service. 

Officer salaries -- at this point we know it has been over 10 years since the salaries have been looked at or adjusted.  
Brian Tebben will meet with City Administrator Val Halvorson and discuss what is possible.  Based on the time since the 
last adjustment was made a 25% increase was suggested to be looked at. 

Truck foreman -- the monthly checklists need to be completed every month to verify that the needed maintenance is 
getting completed timely and regularly.   

Motion was made by Jerod Zimbelman to adjourn meeting seconded by Adam Weber, carried. 

Don Tweet 
Secretary 
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CITY	COUNCIL	CHECKLIST 2/17/2021

ITEM DATE ADDRESSED	
BY

RESPONSIBLE	
TO	COMPLETE Progress	Notes COMPLETE

Pool Hours of Operation 3/25/2019 Zahrbock CM, council Last Date August 24th ongoing
Senior Meal site and Center 1/13/2020 Meyer CM, Meyer Constuction and purchases completed. ongoing
City Garage 4/20/2017 Thole, Fernho CM Painting complete ongoing
MNDOT 2023 8/20/2020 Council VH Recommendation to MNDOT by 11/23/20 - ongoing
Broadband Exploration 4/20/2017 Meyer CM,committee Expansion continues ongoing
Downtown Renovation Fund 9/22/2014 Meyer CM, Draft Commercial Investment Program - EDA  - reserve fund ongoing
Downtown Open Space 10/27/2014 Conroy CM Parks Board This property is part of the UMVRDC Developable Properties project ongoing
Hwy 40 Curbing - ask MNDoT to repair 5/11/2015 Zahrbock CM, Engineer Planned Project 2023 ongoing
Recreation Facility 5/2/2017 EDA CM, Conroy On hold - will require additional community engagement ongoing
City Hall Restoration and Maintenance 6/1/2017 Council CM, BM Bids due February 23, 2021.  1 site visit 2021
Climbing Wall at Pool 8/26/2019 Volk Parks Ordered 12/30/2020 to receive current pricing 5/31/2021
Handicap Restroom at Grand/Public 8/26/2019 Meyer CM, Thole Interior work to be complete, floor sealed 6/30/2021
Madison Gateway Sign 9/23/2020 Thole Thole, VH Council Approved, notice to Quick Signs to order 6/30/2021
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